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“* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”—Othello. 


No. 5924. _ Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1840, __ Price 1d. 


“The Play’s the thing.” —Ask for Thomas's Observer. - 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

LAST evening the entertainments here consisted of The Merry 

Wives of Windsor, and The Critic. 
HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

LasT night the pew Comedy of Money, Spring and Autumn, 
and John Jones, were played to a very full bouse. The amuse. 
ments were for the Benefit of Mr. Strickland, This evening the 
performences are to be Money, Katherine and Petruchio, and 
Bob Short, for the Benefit of that excellent charity Queen Ade- 
laide’s Lying-in Hospital. 

VicTORIA.—The Pantomime for the present year has been writ- 
ten by the veteran Moocrief, and is very bigbly spoken of by those 
who have had opportunities of becoming acquainted With the plot 
and incidents, 

Bath Theatre.—Mr. Otway as Hamlet.—Mr. Otway played 
Hamlet on Wednesday. We bardly know bow to speak of him, 
because if he be an amateur, his personation was certainfy clever 
and full of promise, but if he be a practised actor, we will not say 
what Talleyrand said of Lord Castlereagh, as a mioister, “ que sa 
place etoit tmmediatement au dessous de rien,” we should be 
in candour tempted to pronounce his Hamlet a very indifferent 
performance. It was far from being an outrageously bad tran- 
script in aby one scene or attitude ; on the contrary, there was a 
cold propriety about it, enough to render it arid and sapless, with- 
out offending the eye. But there wes an utter absence of that io- 
describable look of profound suffering and dignified melancholy at 
times, and of that esgle eyed search insight into the human heart 
and character, at others, which belongs to this noblest creation of 
the prince of oramatists. It was not indeed altogether without the 
frankness, the gentleness, the refinement, the sensitive melancholy 
of Hamlet’s psture, but it wanted those touches of sarcastic levity, 
those flickering lights ia the picture of mocdy sadness—that show 
of the reaction of the elastic spirit of youth, weighed down by sor- 
row and pain of miod, and by an over contemplative disposition, 
which wasted its energies in speculative reflection. The jocular 
and familier tone of the dialogue evidently indicates a playful and 
almost wild gaiety, snd wherever this is brought into play, Mr. O. 
exhibited a constraint of manner, as if it were not congenial to his 
nature, Hamlet’s assumed madoess is not of that moon blasted 
character that yells at midnight, but is nevertheless tinged with 
moroseness arising from hatred of the insincerity and deceit of man- 
kind. Mr. O. ipo his interview with Ophelia, (a most difficult scene 
we admit,) fell far short of our ideas of excellence. 

Old Kean told the Baron Resumur that Hamlet’s almost incom- 
prehensible character would be found to have more of unity and 
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coherence, if his madness were regarded as real, and not feigned, 
and that such monomania was quite consistent with strong uader- 
standing and deep reflection on other subjects ; at all events, that 
jt was absurd to represent him as ap amiable young gentleman 
afier his treatment of the gentle Ophelia. Io the play scene, Mr. 
O. very properly omitted the immunsdicities which the poet has 
set down for him. We know not bow these remsrks may ba re- 
lished ; they are written ina spirit of candour—we hope without 
ilinature or bypercritical severi y ; in fuct, we bave passed over 
some strikieg errors of prosunciation which ought hardly to be 
overlooked, since the stage is, we apprebend, tbe only standard 
for orthoepy, to which the public can refer—the b-r and pulpit 
being beyond the reach of critic:| cessure.— Bath Herald. 

A new piece by Scribes, entitle? Le Lion Amoureux has basen 
produced at the Gymnase, Par's, with success. 











Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Ma. Evitoa.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub chouldere with 
my friends and the fashionable world at ove or otber of the Grand Lounges 
about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Madame Tussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Juvst added to her unrivalled coilection 
the full length figure of that wo.derful violinist Paganini 5 aiso splendid figures 
of Her Majes'y the Queen, Prince Albert in bis military costume, the group of 
John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots, consistirg of Mary, Elizabeth, 
Heury VIIL, Luther, Catvin, and Knox, in magnificent cos:umes. 

On Tuesday, visit the Diorama Kegent’s Park, to see the new and splendid 
view, The Shrine of the Nativity al Bethlehem, painted by M Rencux, froma 
sketch made on the spot by David Roberts, Esq., A R.A and the view of The 
Coronation of Queen Victoria in Westminster Abbey, by Mt. Bouton. This 
delightful Extibition is open every day fom ten til baif-past four, 

Indian Gala, or Pow-wow, in C :tlin’s North-Amevican Indian Museum, Fgyp- 
tian Hall, Piecadilly,(opposite the Burlirgton Areade ) OnThursday*vening at 
Eight o’clock. Twenty tull and splended costumes aisplayed on living figures, 
com pietely equipp-d a ¢ armed, and al! explained in a Lecture by Mr. Catlin. 
Several spirited aud picturesque dances wil! also be given.—A very entertaining 
Exhibition —Ad. Is. The rooms are open day and evening. 

Wednesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strard, next door to 
Somerse: House, to see a most wonderful exhibition, The Induslrious Fleas. 
They dance, ride, drive a ‘our-in-hand, fight, aud in fact do everything in first 
rate style, exciting the admiration of all precent. By the bye, this is Signor 
Bertoletto’s exhibition, that he has been exhibiting for the last eight years. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, hela at EvaNe’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Gasden,—quite delighted with the excellence 
of the singing, commences every evening at ten o'clock, When Mrs. P, is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. J’m always 
to be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner he'd here. 

“ Why is one of Perring’s Beavers like the Queen’s fist head dress ?”— 
“ Becsuse it is @ Crown that sits lightly on the hesd of the wearer—one that will 
Jast through tumult and tempest, and though it may re‘gn for ever, can never 
be injured.—Try Perring’s Hats not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durebility, at 218. each.—85, Strand. 

** All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street—where you meet excelleut company—capital fare at fair prices— 
delightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, 
billiards. good beds, and an enticing bill of fare, 

Mrs. P. asked me yesterday, ‘“* Why is EC, Pitman’s Boot and Shoe depot, in 
NewStreet,Covent Garden, like Madame’s Green Room crowded with females ?” 
** Because its full of desirable soles !”’—Went there instently, quite surprised at 
the excellent and ebeap assortment of new Albert and French Patent Dress 
Boot»— quite a curiosity—must be a customer. 

On Saturday, I examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle Work, Leicester 


Square—just added other beautiful specimens of ter art.—Brt I intrude—beg 
pardon—Your’s, &c.—PAUL PRY, i 
































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, 


This Evenng, Shakepere’ s 








Theseus, Duke of pres Mr COOPER, 
Egeus....(Father to Hermia) .... Mr DIDDEAR, 
Lysander, (inlove with) Mr J. VINING, 
Demetrius, ( Hermia, ) Mr BRINDAL, 
Philosirate (Master of the Revels) Mr HEMMING, 
Quince (the Carpenter) Mr BARTLEY, 
Bottom: ...-.+ (the Weaver) ..... Mr HARLEY, 
Flute (the Bellows Miender,) Mr KEELEY, 
Snoout (the Tinker) Mr MEADOWS, 
Snug......(the Joiner)...... Mr F. MATTHEWS, 

Starveling (the Tailor) Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Hippolyta. (Queen of the Amazons) MirsBROUGHAM 
Hermia (in Jove with Lysander) Mrs NISBETT, 
Helena (in love with De ‘metrius) Miss COUPER. 


FA 03 RIE Ss. 
Oberon (King of the eee Niadame VESTRIS, 


Titania (Queen of the Fairies) Mrs W. LACY, 
Puck,orRobinGoodfello: W(: ar airy ) MissMARSHALL, 
First Fairy, Miss RALNFORTH, 

Second Puiry, ....-.... -..... Miss GRANT, 
3rd Fairy, Siiss LEX, th ‘Fairy, MissA. TAYLOR, 
Sylphs, MrGiLBiat and ‘Miss BALLIN, 
Characters iz the ceri is performed by the 
aids VI LS OS 


After which, (5ii 


| OS Bop ko i Dar 


— lure Cutlas, i BARTLEY, 








Benjamin Bowles .........- .» Mr C. MAT HEWS, 
Mr Snuffeton, Mr HARLEY, 
eee ey eee Mrs BROUGHA M, 
Mrs Benjamin Bowles, Miss LEB, 

Dorothy .... resent enetsees: . Mrs C. JONES. 





conclude with, A COMIC SCENE 
Between Mr C. MAS Hit Ws and Mr KEELRY, 


ENTITLED 


Two in the Morning. 


To-morrow, A ‘Midsummer Night’ s Dream, a New Farce, called Brother Ben, 
and Two in the Morning. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 


This Evening, a Musical Entertainment, entitled The 


Coneerts d’Hiver. 


Conductor, Mons. MUSARD, 
(Last Week of his Present Engagement.) 


PROGRAMME. 
PART I. 


Overture to GOETHE’S celebrated Tragedy of 
FAUST, @eee @eeesneen Lindpaintner. 
Valses Les Fusees Volentes ewan Strauss 
Overture .. La Muette dePortici .. Auber 
Quadrille Militaire, M. S. sitio Musard 
Solo, Cornet a Piston, Herr KOENIG, _ Solo, 
Trombone, Mons. DANTONET. 
Overture — Semiramide Rossini 
Air Varie, .. Oboe, Mons. BARRET. Barret 
First Grand Fantasia from Guillaume Tell and 
Moise, Rossini 
Solo, Cornet a Pitons, Herr KOEN IG. 


PART IL. 


GRAND SCENE SATANIQUE, selected from 
‘ Robert le Diable,’ ees «ee. Meyerbeer 


1,.— Evocation of Satan. 11.—The Dead rise from ibeir Tombs, 


covered with their Shrouds, 111.—Valse of the Infernals. 
Arranged by MUSARD.- 


Rendezvous de Chasse, NewQuadrille, .. Musard 
Solo, Cornet a Pistons, Herr KOENIG, Solo, 
Trumpet. Herr MULLER. Solo, Trombone, 
Mons. DANTONET. Solo, Ophicleide, Mons. 


PROSPERE. 
AirVarie..Violin..Mons.DE LOFFRE. De Loffre 




















Valses .. Aurora o° - Labitzky 
Overture, sean Fra Diavola _.... Auber 
Quadrille — I Puritani ‘ice Musard 
Galop “ Camille es Trumpet Solo, 

Herr MULLER. ne es Musard 





PRICES OCF ADMISSION, 


To thePromenade Is. Dress Circ'e 2s.6d. Upper Boxes, Is.6d. Gallery Is. 
Doers Open at Half- “past Ser en o Clock, to commence at Eight precisely. 





Printed end Published, every Morning, by FE. & ‘¥ Tnewas, 6, ‘Exeter Street, 
Strand, Al) Letters to be post paid—Printing in General, 








